
An insightful new verse novel from the award-winning author of  
Bully on the Bus and On Track. 

The kids

in my class

are like a jumbo pack of 

assorted party lollies – 

they’re all different

but I like them

  all. 

Tahnee has lots of friends. Each one is different – some are quiet, some are bossy, 
some are funny. And there’s the new girl, Lucy. Why is she always by herself? 
When Tahnee is a friend to Lucy, Roxie feels left out. Tahnee didn’t mean it, but 
Roxie won’t speak to her! Tahnee needs to find a way to make all her friends feel 
special – she has a plan, but will it work? 

With her richly layered verse, Kathryn Apel tackles themes of friendship and 
bullying with the same nuance that made her previous verse novel Bully on the 
Bus so well-loved. Too Many Friends is a heartfelt story that kids (and teachers) 
will adore. 

Many of the characters have been inspired by Kathryn’s time as a teacher: ‘Each 
student always brings their own positive traits to the class. They each have their 
own weaknesses and insecurities. Yet so often they only see the good in others … 
and the bad in themselves. We need to celebrate strengths.’ 

PRAISE FOR KATHRYN APEL

‘An excellent and well-written verse novel.’ Kids’ Book Review

‘Bully on the Bus … had me choked up. Apel has a real talent for conveying 
realistic scenes in very few words.’ Readings 

‘A lovely story and a great way to tackle bullying.’ Herald Sun

KATHRYN APEL is a born-and-bred farm girl who’s scared of cows. She lives 
with her husband and two sons among the gum trees, cattle and kangaroos on 
a Queensland grazing property. Too Many Friends is Kathryn’s fifth book and 
third verse novel, following the release of On Track (2015) and Bully on the Bus 
(2014) to much acclaim. Kathryn loves pumping poetry because she can flex her 
muscles across other genres, to bend (and break) writing rules. Kathryn teaches 
part-time and shares her passion for words at schools and festivals.

www.katswhiskers.wordpress.com

www.uqp.com.au
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